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Theatre: Grades 3-5 

Unit 1: Elements of Theatre 

Time Allotted: Approximately 10 Weeks 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) 

1.1.5.C.1     Evaluate the characteristics of a well-made play in a variety of scripts and performances. 

1.1.5.C.2      Interpret the relationship between the actor’s physical and vocal choices and an audience’s perception of character development by identifying 
                     examples of vocal variety, stage business, concentration, and focus. 

1.1.5.C.3     Analyze the use of technical theatrical elements to identify how time, place, mood, and theme are created.  

1.1.5.C.4     Explain the function of sensory recall and apply it to character development. 

1.2.5.A.1    Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art as a reflection of societal values and beliefs. 

1.2.5.A.2      Relate common artistic elements that define distinctive art genres in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.2.5.A.3     Determine the impact of significant contributions of individual artists in dance, music, theatre, and visual art from diverse cultures throughout  
                    history. 

1.3.5.C.1     Create original plays using script-writing formats that include stage directions and technical theatrical elements, demonstrating comprehension of the               
elements of theatre and story construction.  

1.3.5.C.2      Demonstrate how active listening skills, vocal variety, physical expression, stage business, sensory recall, concentration, and focus effect  
                     meaning in scripted and improvised performances. 

1.4.5.A.1     Employ basic, discipline-specific arts terminology to categorize works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art according to established  
                     classifications. 

1.4.5.A.2      Make informed aesthetic responses to artworks based on structural arrangement and personal, cultural, and historical points of view.  

1.4.5.A.3     Demonstrate how art communicates ideas about personal and social values and is inspired by an individual’s imagination and frame of reference 
                    (e.g., personal, social, political, historical context). 

1.4.5.B.1     Assess the application of the elements of art and principles of design in dance, music, theatre, and visual artworks using observable, objective criteria.  

1.4.5.B.2     Use evaluative tools, such as rubrics, for self-assessment and to appraise the objectivity of critiques by peers.  

1.4.5.B.3     Use discipline-specific arts terminology to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

1.4.5.B.4     Define technical proficiency, using the elements of the arts and principles of design. 

1.4.5.B.5     Distinguish ways in which individuals may disagree about the relative merits and effectiveness of artistic choices in the creation and performance of 
works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 



 
 

 

 

Essential Questions Student Learning Objectives Suggested Tasks/Activities Evidence of Learning (Assessment)  



 
 

- What are the 5 W’s and how are 
they used in identifying setting, 
plot and character? 

- How can you identify the 
setting? 

- What are key elements in 
creating a stage? 

- How can you identify the 
historical environment of a 
theatrical work using scene, 
costumes and props? 

- What are some methods that 
can be used to support and 
critique yourself and  your peers 
in positive way? 

- How can you review a theater 
event based on the elements 
found in the performance and 
production of the dramatic 
work being observed? 

    
     
      
     
  
   
     
    
   
 

- Assess the application of the 
elements of art and principles of 
design in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual artworks using 
observable, objective criteria. 

- Define technical proficiency, using 
the elements of the arts and 
principles of design.  

- Analyze the use of technical 
theatrical elements to identify 
how time, place, mood, and 
theme are created.  

- Identify how the script 
requirements of environment, 
time and actions influence the 
design of a scene. 

- Observe the relationship between 
the actor and the audience.  

- Identify and understand the 
principal types of theater and 
performance spaces. 

- Identify the basic area of a stage 
and a theater. 

- Describe a setting that will 
enhance the mood of a scene 
(e.g., a forest on a moonless 
night).  

- Identify how light can be used to 
suggest the setting and mood of 
the play. 

- Identify and understand the 
purposes of theater in various 
eras and cultures. 

- Critique themself and others in a 
respectful and constructive 
manner. 

- Play theatre games, activities, 
or process drama techniques to 
experience and identify: 
Sensory recall, visualization, 
pitch, tempo, rhythm in 
expressive voice, expressive 
movements, emotional 
interaction and exchange with 
others. 

- Through research, editing, 
revision and critique, students 
become aware of the various 
stages of theatrical play writing.  

- Create different characters for a 
plot. 

- Develop a blueprint for a stage 
scene. 

- Create a CD of music and sound 
effects for a scene. 

- Create dialogue for various 
plots.   

- Analyze dramatic elements that 
create mood. Identify motives 
and objectives of characters in a 
story. 

- Discuss how character motives 
influence actions and outcomes. 

- Understand the essentials of a 
scene (setting, change, conflict, 
character needs). 

- Hypothesize the ways in which a 
story would change by being 
written by a different person 
from a different time and place. 

- Identify and express in a class 
discussion students’ favorite 
parts of a performance.  

- Evaluate informal in-class 
performances and video 
evidence of student 
performances using 
observation, discussions, 
drawings, video, and simple 
student-created rubrics. 
 

Sample Rubric 
 
Sample Assessment 1: Grade 3 
Sample Scoring Guide 1: Grade 3 
 
Sample Assessment 2: Grade 3 
Sample Score Guide 2: Grade 3 
 
Sample Assessment 3: Grade 3 
Sample Scoring Guide 3: Grade 3 
 
Sample Assessment 4: Grade 5 
Sample Scoring Rubric 4: Grade 5 
 
Sample Assessment 5: Grade 5 
Sample Scoring Rubric 5: Grade 5 
 
Sample Assessment 6: Grade 5 
Sample Assessment 6: Grade 5 
 
 

Resources/Materials  
Video: Elements of Drama 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zGa157853bhemis-BYGlp9WDYmUYQUhR
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/3u1.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/3u1.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/3u3.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/3u3.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/3u4.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/3u4.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/5u1.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/5u1.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/5u3.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/5u3.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/5u4.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/5u4.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGmgLVHfaY4


 
 

- Video: Drama 
- Elements of Drama: Characters, Plot, Setting & Symbolism 
- Acting: A Student's Guide 
- Kids 4 Broadway 
- Bailey, Diane. Stage Management and Production. Rosen Publishing Group, Inc., 2009. 
- Glossary of Terms 
- Theatre Lesson for Kids: History & Timeline 
- Theatre Lesson for Kids: History of Musical Theatre 

 Broadway video clips that can be used: 
● The Lion King: The Circle of Life 
● Matilda the Musical 
● Annie: It's Hard Knock Life 
● Acting for Kids: Episode 1 
● Childdrama.com 

Interdisciplinary Connections NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally.  

21st Century Life and Careers CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Technology Standards 8.1.5.A.1 - Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving 
problems. 

Modifications/Differentiation 

English Language Learners Special Education At-Risk Gifted and Talented 

● Create a world wall with key 
theatre terms/vocabulary. 

● Strategies for Inclusion 
http://hepg.org/her-
home/issues/harvard-
educational-review-volume-83-
number-1/herarticle/_1229 

● Use heterogeneous grouping 
Partner non-speaking students 
with verbal students. Allow 
students to self-select roles at 
their own ability level. 

● Provide list of vocabulary words 

● Create a visual identifying the 
elements of theatre.  

● Create a picture dictionary of 
theatre terminology.  

● Provide alternative response 
choices to questions on the 
elements of theatre.  

● Work with a peer to develop a 
critique/review of a short theatre 
performance. 

● Differentiation Strategies 
http://www.ascd.org/publications
/books/100216/chapters/Underst

● Incorporate student choice in 
activities. 

● Use a graphic organizer to 
categorize elements of theater. 

● Repeat directions as needed. 

● Create and lead the class in a 
theatre games, activities, or 
process drama techniques. 

● Write detailed reflections to 
live and/or video 
performances. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87hokX_p2kI
https://study.com/academy/lesson/elements-of-drama-characters-plot-setting-symbolism.html
http://iml.jou.ufl.edu/projects/s12/gair_j/index.html
http://www.pacificsites.com/~kidsplay/about.htm
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IOjtp8lBJlA6sSVlV1xchaO01Rr7kX-n7HCIjFAnLGk
https://study.com/academy/lesson/theatre-lesson-for-kids-history-timeline.html
https://study.com/academy/lesson/history-of-musical-theatre-lesson-for-kids.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0OdIcCQG9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A06-8IWjFSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTXI2fhwGpk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K49b5zPonGY
http://www.childdrama.com/lessons.html
http://hepg.org/her-home/issues/harvard-educational-review-volume-83-number-1/herarticle/_1229
http://hepg.org/her-home/issues/harvard-educational-review-volume-83-number-1/herarticle/_1229
http://hepg.org/her-home/issues/harvard-educational-review-volume-83-number-1/herarticle/_1229
http://hepg.org/her-home/issues/harvard-educational-review-volume-83-number-1/herarticle/_1229
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100216/chapters/Understanding-Differentiated-Instruction@-Building-a-Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100216/chapters/Understanding-Differentiated-Instruction@-Building-a-Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx


 
 

commonly used with 
responding to/critiquing works 
of art (theater).  

● Create visual of common 
character emotions.  

 
 

anding-Differentiated-
Instruction@-Building-a-
Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx 

● Allow students to use different 
modalities to tell the story.  

● Allow students to evaluate the 
peer work either orally or in 
written form. 

 
 
 

Theatre: Grades 3-5 

Unit 2: Performance 

Time Allotted: 2-3 Weeks 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) 

1.3.5.C.1     Create original plays using script-writing formats that include stage directions and technical theatrical elements, demonstrating comprehension 
                    of the elements of theatre and story construction. 

1.4.5.B.2     Use evaluative tools, such as rubrics, for self-assessment and to appraise the objectivity of critiques by peers. 

 

Essential Questions Student Learning Objectives Suggested Tasks/Activities Evidence of Learning (Assessment)  

- How can you apply imaginative, 
analytical and process skills 
needed when creating  original 
dramatical works? 

- How are performance elements 
used to create believable 
characters? 

- What are some ways you can 
non-verbally create a character. 

- How do I create and portray a 
character for performance? 
 

- Create original plays using 
script-writing formats that 
include stage directions and 
technical theatrical elements, 
demonstrating comprehension 
of the elements of theatre and 
story construction.  

- Plan and improvise plays based 
on personal experience and 
heritage, imagination, 
literature, and history for 
informal and formal theater. 

- Cooperate, imagine and assume 
roles, explore personal 
preferences and meanings, and 
interact in classroom 
dramatizations.   
 

   

- Write an original exchange 
between two characters in 
which a conflict is revealed.  

- Create and perform a scene 
using at least three of the 
senses to communicate the 
reality of the environment, or 
the character’s situation.  

- Through storytelling or 
puppetry, tell a short original or 
traditional story using theater 
skills.      

- Develop a real or imaginary 
character and perform as that 
character.   

- Develop scenes through 
improvisation theater games, or 
writing that have distinct 
characters.  

- Evaluate informal in-class 
performances and video 
evidence of student 
performances using 
observation, discussions, 
drawings, video, and simple 
student-created rubrics. 

 
Sample Rubric 
 
Sample Assessment 1: Grade 3 
Sample Scoring Guide 1: Grade 3 
 
Sample Assessment 2: Grade 3 
Sample Score Guide 2: Grade 3 
 
Sample Assessment 3: Grade 3 
Sample Scoring Guide 3: Grade 3 
 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100216/chapters/Understanding-Differentiated-Instruction@-Building-a-Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100216/chapters/Understanding-Differentiated-Instruction@-Building-a-Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100216/chapters/Understanding-Differentiated-Instruction@-Building-a-Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zGa157853bhemis-BYGlp9WDYmUYQUhR
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/3u1.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/3u1.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/3u3.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/3u3.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/3u4.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/3u4.pdf


 
 

 - Improve a scene based on 
written material such as a 
newspaper article or journal.  

- Create a drama based on a 
short story or poem. Use simple 
costumes, props, and light to 
enhance the drama. 

- Work as a member of an 
ensemble. 

Sample Assessment 4: Grade 5 
Sample Scoring Rubric 4: Grade 5 
 
Sample Assessment 5: Grade 5 
Sample Scoring Rubric 5: Grade 5 
 
Sample Assessment 6: Grade 5 
Sample Assessment 6: Grade 5 
 

Resources/Materials - Acting for Kids: Episode 1 
- Childdrama.com 
- Acting and Improvisation- Ackroyd, Judith, and Jo Boulton. Drama Lessons for Seven to Eleven-Year-Olds. 

Routledge, 2012. 
- Glossary of Terms 

Interdisciplinary Connections NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally.  

21st Century Life and Careers CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Technology Standards 8.1.5.A.1   Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving 
problems. 

Modifications 

English Language Learners Special Education At-Risk Gifted and Talented 

● Create visual of common 
character emotions.  

● Display labeled image of stage 
components.  

● Highlight individual speaking 
parts to provide visual 
assistance during performance.  

 
 

● Choose time, place, mood or 
theme to focus on when 
performing a particular 
theatrical piece. 

● Work with a peer to develop a 
short theatre performance.  

● Highlight individual speaking 
parts to provide visual 
assistance during performance.  

● Invite parents/guardians to 
view and/or participate in a 
theatre performance. 

● Break dialogue into smaller 
pieces.  

● Conference with teacher during 
the acting planning process. 

● Compare and contrast 
performance techniques from 
two or more theatrical styles 
and present findings to peers. 

● Write and perform longer 
theatrical works, individually 
and in collaboration with peers. 

 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/5u1.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/5u1.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/5u3.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/5u3.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/t/5u4.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/modelcurriculum/assessment/pw/vpa/score/t/5u4.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K49b5zPonGY
http://www.childdrama.com/lessons.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IOjtp8lBJlA6sSVlV1xchaO01Rr7kX-n7HCIjFAnLGk

